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Why do they call it “ordinary time?” That was 

the question that arose at the most recent 

Worship and Music committee meeting. Ordi-

nary time is but one season in the liturgical 

year (or church year). It begins with Advent: 

four weeks of preparation before the celebra-

tion of Jesus’ birth at Christmas time (not just 

a day in the church calendar, but a season be-

ginning on Christmas day and ending with 

Epiphany on January 6th). There is Lent, a six-

week period of repentance and reflection be-

fore Easter (50 days of celebration of Jesus’ 

resurrection and the giving of the Holy Spirit). 

Squeezed in between all of these is Ordinary 

Time; but there isn’t really anything ordinary 

about it. Ordinary does not mean “usual” or 

“average” in this context. In ordinary time, the 

church celebrates the mystery of Christ not in 

relation to one aspect—his birth, his death, his 

resurrection—but in all his aspects. Scripture 

readings reflect this; they are not chosen ac-

cording to a theme, but they present in a more 

continuous way the life and work of Jesus. 

 

So what does this mean for us? In ordinary 

time there is “no call for fast or preparation; no 

special exclamations of ‘Alleluia!’ It is the in-

between. And, yet it is not a desert time, but a 

time of process, of reflection, and of turning 

plans into action.” Like the rush after the 

Christmas holiday, after finals in school, or 

meeting a deadline at work, falling into ordi-

nary time gives us a chance to ponder how 

things are in our lives. What details in our lives 

are calling for our attention?  

 

The seasons of the church year mirror our own 

lives. They are comprised of pivotal moments—

ones we capture in our photo albums, write 

about in our journal, or tell stories about over 

and over. But most of our lives are made up of 

the quotidian—the day to day—doing laundry, 

grocery shopping and cooking meals, mowing 

the grass, answering e-mail and making phone 

calls. Ordinary time is a reminder that these 

moments, too, are holy ones. 

 

Annie Dillard wisely observed: “How we spend 

our days is, of course,  how we spend our lives.” 

Even as Jesus ate breakfast, laughed out loud 

with his friends, decided what town to next vis-

it, what words to say to the masses, how to re-

spond to his adversaries, and with whom to 

spend his time, so too, do we. Where is God in 

the midst of the ordinary? What is God waiting 

to put into action in your life? This is ordinary 

time; how will you spend it? 

 

“I have come that they may have life, and have 

it to the full” (John 10:10). Here’s to living 

abundantly! 

 

Peace, 

 

Gina 

 
Brian Carreira, “Ordinary Time—Living in the Regular.” examin-
er.com, July 2, 2011 
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ECPC in Service  
 Session  

 

Class of 2016:  Louise Calderwood, Anne  

 Page, Jenny Stoner  

Class of 2017  Nelson Maynard, Morris  

 Rowell,  Bruce Shields 

Class of 2018 Elsie Hurt, Woodman 

  Page, Valerie Morrison 

 

Clerk of Session:  Jenny Stoner 
Treasurer:  Anne Page  
 

Committees 
 

Worship:  John Weaver, Marianne Weaver, 

Woody Page 

 

Mission, Care & Outreach:  Valerie Morrison, 

Louise Calderwood,  co-chairs, Anne Page, 

Woody Page, Nicole Kish, Deanna Kish, Doug  

Newton, Natalie Kinsey 

     

Personnel: Elsie Hurt, chair, Tom Warnock, 

Neil Ulman, Dave Stoner, Neil Urie 

 

Operations: Elsie Hurt, Jenny Stoner co-

chairs;  Bruce Shields, Anne Page,  Morris 

Rowell  

 

Nominating:   Jenny Stoner, chair, Neil Urie, 

Morris Rowell and Randi Calderwood  
 

Dinner:  Kay Shields, chair; Sandy  

Benson, Nancy Kozub 

 

Assistant Treasurers:  Dave Stoner, Tom 

Warnock  

 

Ushers: Nicole Kish, Deanna Kish, Madison 

Urie 

 
 

Liaison to East Hill Preschool: Louise Calder-

wood 

 

Dinner:  Kay Shields, chair; Sandy  

Benson, Nancy Kozub 

 

Auditors: Dave Stoner, Randi Calderwood 

 

Meals on Wheels drivers: Morris Rowell, Jen-

ny Stoner, Richard Johnson, Neil Urie, Neil 

Ulman,  and coordinator, Louise Calderwood 

Pastoral Nominating Committee 
 

On June 14 the congregation of East Craftsbury 

Presbyterian Church elected a 7  person Pasto-

ral Nominating Committee. Those elected were: 

Todd Hardie,  Louise Kinsey, Valerie Morrison, 

Woody Page,  Dave Stoner,  Marjorie Urie, and 

Tom Warnock.   

 

The committee will hold an organizational 

meeting  following worship on Sunday, June 21.  

At this meeting they will elect a chair and the 

presbytery liaison to the church, Janet 

Furhmeister, will  get the committee started on 

their way.  The first  tasks will be to complete a 

church information form from which they will 

develop a job description to use in advertising 

for a new pastor.  Once this is done, the commit-

tee will be able to  post the information on the 

PCUSA website  used by pastors interested in a 

new position.   At that time, probably sometime 

in the fall, the committee will start reviewing  

the resumes of interested candidates.   As you 

can see, they have a big job and will need the 

support of all.  It is also important to remind 

everyone that the  work of the PNC is confiden-

tial, so we should not ask members any specific 

questions about their work., although they can 

tell us at what stage they are working. 

Congratulations Graduates 
 

 Deanna Kish graduated from  Hazen Union 

High School as valedictorian and received 

the Green and Gold scholarship to Universi-

ty of Vermont where she plans to pursue 

pre-med studies. 

 Trent Urie just earned an Associated De-

gree from University of New Hampshire.   

 Lily Dunbar, who spend her junior year as 

an exchange student in Sicily, graduated 

from Craftsbury Academy.  

 

A reception honoring these graduates will be 

held following morning worship on June 28 

A Sweet Treat 
 

Wednesday, July 22 at 6  PM all are invited to 

come and bring friends to and Ice Cream Social 

at the church.  Ice cream and toppings, with 

games  and conversation will make this a de-

lightful summer outing. 
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       REGULAR  EVENTS 
 

Sunday Worship  10:00 

Sunday School  for adults 9:00  

Mon. 10-2  Art & Craft Day 

Thurs.  11:00  Bible Study at  

 Community Care Center  

Thurs.  4:00 Choir Rehearsal  

  5:00 rehearsal for summer concert 
 

 Other Events 
 

Mon.  June 22,  10-2 first Art & Crafts Day 

Wed. June 24,  10 AM Mission, Care & Out-

reach committee at Valerie Morrison’s home 

Sun. June 28 , noon Reception for graduates 

Tues. July 7, 7 PM Session meets at  

 Church 

Sat. July 11, 10-4 Antiques & Uniques 

Wed, July 22  6 PM Ice Cream Social  

Sat. July 25  12 CCCC Cookout & Auction 

Sat. Aug 9  Old Home Day 

Sat Aug 15 9 AM Women’s Breakfast  

Sat. Sept 5 5 PM Corn Roast at Stoners’  

 woodlot 

 Birthdays at ECPC 
  

July 

13 - Bruce Shields 

26 - Linden James Urie 

26 - Maeda Rose Urie 

26 - Nell McClure Urie 

August 

26 - Marvin Rowell 

30 - Kristin Urie 

31 - Brett Urie 

31 - James Kehler 

Art, Craft & Fellowship 

The Mission, Care and Outreach Committee 

has started a weekly 'Art & Craft Day' get 

together. Come and bring your project to 

work on and to share your art/craft with oth-

ers. If you do not have a current project, come 

by and enjoy the fellowship. We will meet 

at 10 am and bring a brown bag lunch. Bev-

erages will be provided. 

Date: Mondays, starting  June 22nd 

Time: 10 am - 2 pm 

Where:  East Craftsbury Presbyterian 

Church 

We look forward to seeing you and your art/

craft work. 

Questions Call:  Anne Page @ 334-6988 / 533-

7165 or  Valerie Morrison @ 586-2831     

Summer Worship at 10 AM  
 July 5-Sept 6 

 

For several years some members have been 

suggesting that we have summer worship at an 

earlier hour. This spring this was discussed at 

a session meeting where it was decided to ask 

for input from the congregation.  At the congre-

gational meeting on May 24 those present were 

asked to indicate by a show of hands whether 

they would like to change worship to 10 o’clock 

for the summer. The overwhelming response 

was “yes”. Those who did not vote “yes” were 

asked if it would be possible for them to come at 

10 and all said they could.  Session then decid-

ed that they wanted to give everyone, including 

those who were not at the meeting in May, a 

voice, so a survey was sent out by email.   

Again, most of those who replied said they 

would like the 10 o’clock hour.  So it was decid-

ed to go ahead with this trial. 
 

The adult Sunday School class, which has been 

meeting before morning worship for many 

years, will start the summer season meeting an 

hour before worship at 9 o’clock.  If class mem-

bers prefer, that time may be changed  at a lat-

er date. 

Summer Refreshments! 
 

If you’d like to  help host summer refreshments, 

please sign up in the back of the church to bring 

some or all goodies for one  Sunday. 

News alert—Jack Cabaness will preach July 5 
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1097 Ketchum Hill Road 
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A Glimpse of Our Missions 

Spotlight on  Hardwick Area Food Pantry 

 
Members and friends of ECPC have supported the Food Shelf  for many years  both through regu-

lar donations of food and with mission funds.  The Hardwick Food Pantry is a member of the Ver-

mont Food Bank, one of 225 food shelves in the state.  Did you know that one in 6 Vermonters expe-

riences food insecurity and takes advantage of the 3Squares Vermont (formerly food stamps) to 

feed their family?  Because of the importance of helping everyone, especially children, have an ade-

quate diet, the Vermont Food Bank has designed a number of programs to assist.  One is called 

Vermont Fresh, which gives classes to introduce people to fresh vegetables that they may not be 

familiar with, encouraging improved diets.  Making fresh fruits and vegetables available at the food 

shelf is a priority and is greatly helped by many of our local farms as well as family gardens. Your 

excess garden vegetables are especially welcomed at the food shelf.  Morris Rowell is our ambassa-

dor, delivering the food you bring to church to the food shelf.. 

Come Sing with Us 
 

John Weaver is seeking singers from the region who would enjoy singing in a concert of the 

César Franck Mass in A Major scheduled for the evening of August 24.  The choruses will be re-

hearsed on the Thursday afternoons after starting July 9 from  5 to 6 PM. A small orchestra will accompany the 

soloists and chorus. This is an exceptionally beautiful work which is seldom heard. 

 

If you know of singers who might join us please call John at 802-525-4491. And everyone, mark 

your calendar, for a wonderful concert on August 24.. 

tel:802-5254491

