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Pastor’s Letter 
 

CHANGING SEASONS 
 

Our window screens are 

out and put away in the cel-

lar…a sure sign that winter 

is on its way. There is a lot of 

work that accompanies a 

change in season; so much to 

do in order to prepare for 

winter. Yesterday, I took ad-

vantage of the unexpected 

warmth to venture into the 

garden. I yanked the detritus 

out of our raised beds, turned 

it into the compost heap, 

pulled the weeds, and covered 

the soil with dry leaves. Dead flower stalks need 

cutting and the patio furniture needs to be 

stored. But I know it won’t be warm for long…we 

should have the furnace cleaned and nest away 

one ton of wood pellets in the cellar to keep us 

cozy throughout the winter. The list goes on.  

 

Preparing for a change in season is similar to 

what East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church is 

doing now. Sure, there are overwintering tasks 

to be dealt with before the true onslaught of win-

ter. But that is not what I have in mind. Your 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has been 

hard at work—crafting the Mission Information 

Form, receiving stacks of résumés, listening to 

sermons, engaging in conversations—aiming to-

ward the calling of the next pastor. A change of 

seasons.  

 

I wonder what work you believe still needs to 

be done to prepare for that change. What things 

you would like to have accomplished by that 

time—closets cleaned out, old business fin-

ished, a new program begun? How might you 

contribute to making ECPC a more vibrant, 

healthy community before the day comes? 

The task list to prepare for a change in sea-

sons is long; work is already underway and 

all hands are needed on deck. And, as al-

ways, it is an honor to work alongside you. 

 

Peace, 

Gina 

 

      Growing in faith ~ Supporting each other ~ Serving others ~ Guided by Christ 

Gina Hilton-VanOsdall, Interim Pastor *  Alex Hurt, Minister of Pastoral Care* John Weaver, Director of 
Music Ministry *  Barbara Ulman, Assistant Organist *James MacKellar, Parish Associate  

Special Concert 
A Christmas Highlight Returns 

 

     The East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church 

Choir will perform the beautiful Christmas 

Oratorio by Camille Saint-Saëns on Monday, 

December 21st at 7:30 PM. A professional 

orchestra of strings, harp and organ will  

accompany the choir and five superb soloists. 

John Weaver will conduct this 45-minute 

work from the Estey reed organ console.  

 

     Dr. Weaver will also play some Christmas 

organ music on the church's Wicks pipe or-

gan. A free will offering will be received to 

partially defray the expenses.  This  repeat of 

last year’s preformance is in response to the  

wide acclaim it received. 

 

     Additional singers are cordially invited to 

join the choir for this special event. Rehears-

als will be on Thursday afternons December 

4, 11 and 18 at 4:45 PM at the East Crafts-

bury Church. 
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Concert Nov 21 
 

On Saturday November 21 at 4 PM the singing 

group Choromondo, a 10 member women’s Ca-

nadian  and American choir will perform a pro-

gram of world music at ECPC. Donations will 

benefit ChildHaven, which runs orphanges in 

India, Bangladesh, Nepal. The concert will be 

followed by a reception in the back of the 

church. 

THANKSGIVING: 
A Congregational Event and Meal 

November 15th  
 

Be a gardener,                                                                       

dig and ditch, 

toil and sweat, 

and turn the earth upside down 

and seek the deepness  

and water the plants in time. 

Continue this labor 

and make sweet floods to run 

and noble and abundant fruits  

to spring. 

Take this food and drink 

and carry it to God 

as your true worship. 

 

~ Julian of Norwich (ca. 1342-1416). 
 

 

Thanksgiving is nearly upon us. Time to take 

food and drink, share with family and friends, 

and give thanks for all we have. We will have 

the opportunity to do that in our church com-

munity as well. In the spirit of thanksgiving, 

we will gather on November 15th following wor-

ship. We will share a potluck meal together. 

We will also engage in conversation about the 

gifts God has given our community for which 

we are thankful and how we might best utilize 

those gifts—our assets—to best serve God in 

this place. Recognizing our gifts is one way to 

give thanks; using the gifts we are given is an 

even better way. 

  

When: November 15th, following worship (about 

12:00). 

Where: downstairs at ECPC 

Who: you! 

What to bring: Energy, imagination, and, of 

course, a potluck dish to share  
 

A New Look  
 

With the move this fall of East Hill Preschool 

from its almost 30 year home in our church’s 

felllowship hall to the Craftsbury Elementary 

School, the church is looking at adapting the 

space to new ministries.  An Ad Hoc commit-

tee has been formed to look at ways to make 

the room more inviting for a variety of activi-

ties.  Already  a number of endeavors have 

been undertaken and now priority is being 

given to improving the lighting  and brighten-

ing the room.  We trust that before long there 

will be a new look downstairs.   

Pastoral Nominating Committee 
 

Your PNC is hard at work.  Since July they 

have met almost weekly to discuss the re-

sumes they have read and sermons they have 

listetned to from the almost 90 candidates 

who have applied to become our pastor.  Now 

they are at the selection phase – choosing 

finalists for intensive interviews and a visit 

to Craftsbury for orientation and in depth 

exploration. The committee is optimistic 

about their discernment process and the   

future.  

ECPC in Service  
  

Session  
 
 

Class of 2016:  Louise Calderwood, Anne  

 Page, Jenny Stoner  

Class of 2017  Nelson Maynard, 

  Morris Rowell, Bruce Shields 

Class of 2018  Elsie Hurt, Woodman 

  Page, Valerie Morrison 

 

Clerk of Session:  Jenny Stoner 

Treasurer:  Anne Page 



Spotlight on Mission 
Craftsbury Community Care Center 

 
Craftsbury Community Care Center has been an 

important mission outreach of ECPC since its opening in 
1995.  Established to provide affordable assisted living for senior citizens who can no longer live in their 
own homes, CCCC offers private rooms, delicious meals, varied  programs and activities, medical supervi-
sion and a lovely place to live, all just across the road from the church. 

 
Today we continue the tradition of providing members of the board of directors, regular Bible 

studies for interested residents and many volunteers.   Randi Calderwood recently concluded 12 years on 
the board of Directors, many of them as president. Both Jane Marlin and Jenny Stoner currently serve on 
the board and for more than 10 years Barbara Ulman has been leading singing sessions – including favor-
ite hymns of residents.   Alex Hurt, as pastor of congregational care, conducts a weekly Bible study.  Other 
regular volunteers for the Care Center are our Meals on Wheels drivers, coordinated by Louise Calder-
wood, who ensure that every Thursday those eligible receive meals delivered to their homes.    Eunice Kin-
sey and Nancy Kozub are among local artists who share their art by mounting exhibits that beautify the 
corridors for a month at a time.  A number of members also participate in Bone Builders, the community 
exercise  program that is offered to both residents of CCCC and any interested people of the community 
and many participate in the big social events of Sugar on Snow and a community auction and cookout. 
These events,  along with many of the musical and artistic programs, give  residents the opportunity for 
interaction with a wide range of people from the area.  ECPC provides financial support as well as strong 
personal involvement of many members. 

 

 

.   
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       REGULAR  EVENTS 
 

Sunday Worship  11:00 

Sunday School  for adults 10:00  

Thurs.  11:00  Bible Study at  

 Community Care Center  

Thurs. 4:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal  

      

Other Events 

 

Sun. Nov 8 5 PM, Book Study at Hurts’  

Tues. Nov 10,  7 PM Session  at  Church 

Nov 15  Fellowship Dinner after church 

Sun. Nov 15 5 PM,  Book Study at Hurts’ 

Sat, Nov 21, 4 PM Choromondo concert 

Sun. Nov 22 5 PM,  Book Study at Hurts’ 

Sun. Nov29, 5 PM,  Book Study at Hurts’ 

Sun. Nov  29 First Sunday of Advent 

Sun Dec 6 5 PM,  Book Study at Hurts’ 

Sun. Dec 13 5 PM,  Book Study at Hurts’ 

Advent and Christmas events to be arranged 

 Birthdays at ECPC 
 

November 
1 - David Rowell 

1 -  Lisa Kish 

1 - Louise Calderwood 

2 -  Natalie Kinsey 

2        Becky Galloway  

7 - Nicole Kish 

7 - Tressa Urie 

Advent Book Study 
 

 As the Advent season approaches it is the 
custom here at East Craftsbury Church to spend time 
reflecting on the season and how we can better prepare 
for the birth of the Christ Child. This Year’s Advent 
Book Study, is Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bed-
lam.  When did Christmas get so chaotic? How about 
on the very night Jesus was born?  
 
 We tend to picture softly lowing cows and a 
warm, cozy stable when we sing Christmas carols, but 
it couldn’t have been very lyrical. Soldiers marched in 
the street. People were pushing and shoving. You 
couldn’t find an empty room and food may have been 
scarce as well. In short, Bethlehem was the picture of 
bedlam. But in the midst of confusion and turmoil, 
God broke through and Jesus was born.   
 
 And beyond the Christmas celebrations..... 
how do we keep the spirit of Christmas alive and well 
and vibrant throughout the year?  How do we keep the 
Christmas glow warm in our hearts long after the 
Christmas season? How do we keep Christmas for the 
long haul? How do we continue to "find Bethlehem" 
in the hectic pace and "Bedlam" of our daily lives? 

 I invite you to come and encourage you to 
brings friends and family as we as we begin again our 
search for a Christ centered holiday season. Sunday 
evenings Nov. 8,15,22, Dec 6 and 13.  The Hurts will 
host the study at their home starting at 5 PM followed 
by a light meal.  
                    
  Alex 



East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church 
1097 Ketchum Hill Road 
Craftsbury, VT 05826 
802-586-7707 
ecpcvt@gmail.com 
www.eastcraftsburypresbyterianchurch.org 
 

For 10 weeks this summer up to a doz-
en women gathered weekly for arts, 

crafts and fellowship 

 
This group enjoyied a dinner and 

baseball outing to see the  Vermont 
Mountaineer play in Montpelier. 

A Glimpse of Summer Activities 

A beautiful evening at the Corn Roast 


