
EAST CRAFTSBURY PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
 

March—April 2015   
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Galanthus nivalis. I had never seen them 

until my 

first March 

in Vermont. 

I happened 

upon them 

quite by ac-

cident. Af-

ter tossing 

the now 

brown 

Christmas tree over the bank in our back 

yard, I began to walk back toward the 

house. But wait…that couldn’t be right! In 

the bare spaces where my feet had trod, I 

saw what looked like plants. Hardened 

leaf tips cutting like swords through the 

frozen earth capped with milk-white petals 

hanging like pinafores off a maiden’s neck. 

Snowdrops, they are commonly called; a 

fitting name it is for those sweet flowers 

that shoulder their way through the layers 

of snow to take their first breath of spring.  

 

It is about this time of year—especially 

this year when the average temperature in 

February was 5 degrees—when spring 

feels as if it will never come that it helps to 

remember those snowdrops. They call to 

mind that though it may still feel bitter 

outside, deep underground the earth is 

warming. It reminds me that even when 

the landscape appears barren, growth is 

occurring. This is true in the spiritual life 

as well. 

It has now been six months since I began as 

Interim Pastor at East Craftsbury Presby-

terian Church. Much of that time has been 

spent getting to know you as individuals and 

as a community. I have attended committee 

meetings, heard stories about your past, fa-

cilitated conversations aimed at identifying 

what is working well here and how you 

might build upon that, and begun to rumi-

nate with you concerning your hopes for the 

future. The time spent on this is essential—

though, just like the landscape in winter, it 

can also feel like not much happening. But 

all this information gathering, coming to 

terms with history and envisioning the fu-

ture is the warming of the ground. There is 

growth happening. 

 

 In the next couple of months, we hope to see 

that growth come to flower as we, as a com-

munity, clarify our mission (see “What is 

Your Mission?” article). Once we feel satis-

fied that the Mission Study is an honest and 

complete portrayal of the community, it will 

be sent on to be approved by the Presbytery’s 

Commission on Ministry. With that crucial 

step behind us we will be moving toward the 

creation of a Pastor Nominating Committee 

(PNC), making ready to call your next pas-

tor. It will take the energy, intelligence, and 

participation of the whole church to do this 

work. As we engage in these tasks, we trust 

in the One who governs the sun, the seasons, 

and all growth and renewal. 

 

Peace, 

 

Gina 

      Growing in faith ~ Supporting each other ~ Serving others ~ Guided by Christ 

   Gina Hilton-VanOsdall, Interim Pastor -  Alex Hurt, Minister of Pastoral Care - John Weaver, Director 
of Music Ministry— Barbara Ulman, Assistant Organist  - James MacKellar, Parish Associate  
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ECPC in Service  
 Session  

 

Class of 2016:  Louise Calderwood, Anne  

 Page, Jenny Stoner  

Class of 2017  Nelson Maynard, 

  Steve Quigley, Bruce Shields 

Class of 2018 Elsie Hurt, Woodman 

  Page, Valerie Morrison 

 

Clerk of Session:  Jenny Stoner 

Treasurer:  Anne Page  
 

Committees 
 

Worship: Steve Quigley chair;  John  

Weaver, Marianne Weaver, Woody Page,  

 

Mission, Care & Outreach:  Valerie Morrison, 

Louise Calderwood,  co-chairs, Anne Page, 

Woody Page, Nicole Kish, Deanna Kish, Doug  

Newton, Natalie Kinsey 

     

Personnel: Elsie Hurt, chair, Tom Warnock, 

Neil Ulman, Dave Stoner, Neil Urie 

 

Operations: Elsie Hurt, Jenny Stoner co-

chairs;  Bruce Shields, Anne Page,  Morris 

Rowell  

Nominating:   Jenny Stoner, chair, Neil Urie, 

Morris Rowell and Randi Calderwood  
 

Dinner:  Kay Shields, chair; Sandy  

Benson, Mary Quigley, Nancy Kozub 

 

Assistant Treasurers:  Dave Stoner, Tom 

Warnock  

 

Ushers: Nicole Kish, Deanna Kish, Madison 

Urie 
 

Liaison to East Hill Preschool: Louise 

Calderwood 

 

Dinner:  Kay Shields, chair; Sandy  

Benson, Mary Quigley, Nancy Kozub 
 

 

Auditors: Dave Stoner, Randi Calderwood 

 

Meals on Wheels drivers: Morris Rowell, 

Jenny Stoner, Richard Johnson, Neil Urie, 

coordinator, Louise Calderwood 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

The OGHS offering supports vital work in three 

areas: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

Self-Development of People (SDOP) and 

Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP).  Each of 

these involves assistance of people and financial 

resources for particular situations.  When 

Hurricane Irene hit Vermont, PDA was on the 

ground to assist some of those who lost homes 

and livelihood. When floods brought disaster to 

Pakistan, PDA joined in the relief efforts.  

When Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, PDA was on 

the ground, and has been working with local 

churches and communities ever since to help 

the rebuilding.  Doug and Andrew Calderwood 

participated in their work near New Orleans in 

the years following Katrina.   

 

This year the three groups supported through 

the One Great Hour offering are working 

together on a new initiative in the New Orleans/

Delta region. It brings together members of 

SDOP, PDA, and the PHP —all of which are 

already working within the region on other 

projects—to more effectively help families still 

suffering nearly a decade after Hurricane 

Katrina devastated the area. “We wanted to do 

something with long-term impact and move 

from disaster to development,” Cynthia White, 

coordinator of SDOP, says. “Eventually, 

development means that people are going to do 

it for themselves,” says Johnson of SDOP. “Our 

projects will give people alternatives to their 

situation, whatever that might be. This will at, 

the very least, give people a fighting chance to 

change their lives for the better.” The initiative 

is still in its beginning days, but the three 

ministry areas, all part of the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency and all supported through One 

Great Hour of Sharing, are meeting with 

community based partners in the region to 

identify what is still needed. “We’re not 

partnering with third parties,” Johnson says. 

“These are community-driven projects made up 

of people who are actually there.”   

 

Your gift to One Great Hour will help this 

project and many others around the world. We 

traditionally present these offerings as part of 

our celebration of  Palm Sunday or Easter. 
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       REGULAR  EVENTS 
 

Sunday Worship  11:00 

Sunday School  for adults 10:00  

Thurs.  11:00  Bible Study at  

 Community Care Center  

Thurs.  4:30 Choir Rehearsal  

 

Lenten Study  Sundays 5-7 PM 

 February 17 to March 24 
 

 Other Events 
Tues. Mar  10, 7 PM Session meets at  

 church 

Sun. March 15, Fellowship Dinner 

Sat. March 21, 9-3 Session Retreat 

Tues. April 7, 10 AM Women’s Social at  

 Jenny Stoner’s  

Tues. April 10,  7 PM Session meets at  

 church 

Women's Social 
 

Jenny Stoner invites all women of the church to 

her home on Craftsbury Common for coffee and 

fellowship on Tuesday, April 7 at 10 AM. If we 

still have snow, come in the driveway next to the 

school and come in through the garage If we’re 

lucky, we may even have a glimpse of spring! 

   

Midweek Lenten Services 

7 PM 
 

 Wed, March 4   United Church of Craftsbury,  

 Wed., March 11   East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church, 

 Wed,  March 18,  Our Lady of Fatima 

 Wed. March 25.  Meditative Service—United Church of  Craftsbury 
 

ECPC Holy Week Worship Services 

 
  Palm-Passion Sunday Service – March 29, 11 AM 

  Maundy Thursday Ecumenical Service: April 2, 7 PM ECPC 

  Good Friday Meditative Service – April 3, 12-3 PM 

  Easter Services – April 5 

 Sunrise Service on Echo Hill  6:30 AM   

 (from East Craftsbury head north on S. Albany Rd., turn right onto Echo Hill Rd.,  

  go to top of hill) 

 Breakfast  immediately following sunrise service at the  church (about 7:15) 

 Service –of the Resurrection  11 AM 
    

 

Celebrating Randi 
 

A celebration honoring Randi Calderwood and 

his dedicated service to the Craftsbury Commu-

nity Care Center, both as a member of the 

Board of Directors and as a valued staff mem-

ber, was held February 9. He brought dedica-

tion, imagination and leadership to the Board of 

Directors during his twelve years of service.  As 

President he helped to guide the center during 

several transitions of director and times of fi-

nancial challenges. During his final years as 

president he led the board to undertake a Capi-

tal Campaign to upgrade the facility in order to 

maintain a top quality residence. 

 

In 2008 when the maintenance person resigned, 

Randi was persuaded to step in to fill the gap. 

In this capacity he did everything from helping 

a new resident arrange her furniture and hang 

pictures as desired in her new home, to oversee 

major projects like problems with the septic and 

water systems, as well as the myriad of  jobs 

that occur regularly from plowing snow to re-

placing light bulbs, all done with a smile and 

cheerful word.  He brought the same low key 

cheerful willingness to do what is needed that 

he shows the church with snow plowing and 

many other jobs that need to be done. He has 

now returned to his farming career as cropping 

manager of Andersonville Farm for Jasper Hill 

Cellars. 
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A Congregational Conversation 

and Potluck  MARCH 15 
 

What is the mission of East Craftsbury Presbyterian 

Church? There could be many answers to this question. “To 

be a light to those around us.” “To bring scripture to life so 

that people can experience, enjoy, and glorify God.” “To 

take the church outside…to leave each Sunday with a lot to 

think about throughout the week.” These are a few answers 

given by elders. How would you answer the question? 

 

An integral part of the interim process is evaluating the mis-

sion of this community of faith. What is our purpose? Spe-

cifically, how are we manifesting that purpose here in this 

community?  

 

This work is essential before forming a Pastor Nominating 

Committee and taking the next steps toward calling a new 

pastor. Normally, a church would engage in a Mission 

Study, a process by which we gain a snapshot of who we are 

as a congregation. A mission study seeks to answer ques-

tions such as: 

 

What are we doing as a congregation?  What is God call-

ing us to do in the next phase of our ministry? 

What are the needs of our community?   

What is God calling us to do to meet those needs? 

 

Since ECPC completed a Mission Study five years ago, it is 

not necessary to begin this task anew. Instead, our task is to 

evaluate it to determine how well it portrays our community 

now. An accurate portrait of who we are and what we do is 

essential as we seek a new pastor. This is a conversation that 

needs the input and energy of the whole congregation.  

 

You are invited to attend a simple potluck supper following 

worship on March 15th. Copies of the current mission study 

will be available for you to read in advance or will be e-

mailed to you. Please come and offer your reflections, your 

hopes and your vision for the mission of East Craftsbury 

Presbyterian Church.  

 

When: March 15th at noon. 

Where: E.C.P.C. 

What to Bring: A potluck dish to share and a healthy appe-

tite 

Questions?  

Contact Gina via phone (802-476-5565) or e-mail 

(rev.ghvo@gmail.com). 

 
 

Session Retreat:  

A View from the Balcony 
 

Session will be holding a leadership retreat on March 

21st at the People’s Barn in Greensboro. The retreat is 

a time to step away from the up close look at the busi-

ness of the church to try to gain a different perspec-

tive. When one is immersed in the work of the church 

it can be difficult to see what is going on around you; 

we can lose a sense of the whole while we attend to 

the parts. When one can get a “view from the balco-

ny,”* so to speak, we can see the whole. Suddenly 

patterns become visible. One can see connections and 

disconnections, where things are crowded and where 

there is room for growth. Moreover, we can discern 

gaps between what we say we want to be doing and 

what we are doing. This is the goal of the Session 

Retreat. Drawing on Systems Theory, we will be get-

ting a view from above, trying to gain a better picture 

of the whole in order to find our best and healthiest 

way into the future.  

 
* from Transforming Congregational Culture, by Anthony 

B. Robinson 

Your Input Needed 
 

If you cannot attend the Fellowship Dinner 

on March 15, please share your thoughts 

about future direction of the church with 

Gina or a member of session.  We want all 

voices to be heard. 

mailto:rev.ghvo@gmail.com
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 Birthdays at ECPC 
  

March 
 

4 - Francis Whitcomb 

13 - Malda Horn 

16 - Anne Page 

17 - Georgette Rowell 

19 - Bruce Urie 

23 - Madison Urie 

23 - Trent Urie 

24 - Steve Quigley 

29   - Randi Calderwood 

 

April 
 

5 - Meg Urie 

14 - Mary Anthony Rowell 

18 - Nelson Maynard 

22 –  Alex Hurt 

26 - Barbara Harris 

27 - John Weaver 

30 - Marianne Weaver 

  

Not your ordinary Bible Study 
 

It's about 10:45 on Thursday morning and I wander 

in the front door of the 4 C's. I hear the familiar 

sounds coming from the new addition room in the 

back of the building...the repetitive 1,2,3,4,up; 5,6,7,8 

down. Sometimes in a sing-song variation. It is the 

Bone Builder group finishing the bi-weekly exercise 

class. Several of our own are participating...John and 

Marianne Weaver, Dave Stoner, Sandy and Bob Ben-

son, Barbara Ulman, Nelson and Jan Maynard when 

they are available, Fielda Calderwood. Some of them 

stay after and visit with residents they know or walk 

the halls and chat with folks. ECPC's presence at the 

Care Center is obvious. I ask Marilyn, one of the ac-

tivities directors, "where will we meet today"? Will it 

be the Library? Or the Resident's Kitchen? Or the 

sitting room off the dining room? Perhaps even the 

new Community Room? And just as the venue varies 

from week to week, so does the content of our "Bible 

Study". 

 

Sometimes there are 4 residents, sometimes as many 

as 9. They come from a variety of backgrounds both 

in life and in theology. Mostly women but occasional-

ly a gentleman joins.  We read the Lectionary pas-

sages for the upcoming Sunday. ..and then comes the 

question., "It is 11:20 on Sunday morning, what 

would say to the congregation about these passages?" 

Someone suggests that the focus be just one of the 

Scriptures and we talk about that passage, some-

times a topic is suggested...maybe not even related to 

these readings. They discuss what the Scripture 

means for them today by sharing their life experienc-

es. Sometimes members of the group open up about 

current life experiences and the rest of us are able to 

provide sympathy and support. Sometimes it feels 

like a wandering path and I attempt to bring it back 

to the Scriptures. 

 

You see, it's not a Biblical Lecture time, it is a time 

to share the Bible with one another in ways that are 

important to them.  

 

By sending one of its pastors to the Care Center 

weekly, we remind the Center and perhaps most im-

portantly ourselves of the passage from Matthew 

18:20...For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.” 

 

We end our "Not your ordinary Bible Study" with 

prayer...and I silently give thanks for this very spe-

cial ministry of our church. 

Alex  

Lenten Book Study 

 It is Lent and this year's Lenten 

Book Study is Lenten Book Study: He Set 
His Face Toward Jerusalem  by Richard 

Wilke. It explores Jesus’ commitment to go 

to Jerusalem. Wilke looks at Jesus’ journey 

to Jerusalem in order to help us reflect on 

how we “set our faces” in life, how we make 

choices and then have the courage and 

strength to follow them.  

 We meet on Sunday Evenings, thru 

March 29 at the home of Alex and Elsie 

Hurt. Start time 5 p.m. A light supper ends 

our evening. Books are still available and 

we can always order more. Cost of Books is 

$6.50 each. It is not too late to join the 

study, and if you can only make 1 session, 

please come and share with those that are 

gathered.  



East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church 
1097 Ketchum Hill Road 
Craftsbury, VT 05826 
802-586-7707 
www.eastcraftsburypresbyterianchurch.org 

A Glimpse of our Missions 

Spotlight on  Presbyterian Education in Pakistan 
 

Each year our schools in Pakistan use academic competitions as a way to encourage student 

creativity and challenge them to apply what they have learned.   

 
 

 

These boys are explaining 

their project to a teacher Above one group  of 

girls from Kinnarid 

Academy show their 

project. To the left, 

all from KA who 

helped earn the first 

place. 


