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Pastor’s Letter 
 

Lent = lengthening. 
You might know that 
the word ‘Lent’ is 
from the Anglo-Saxon 
word lencten, which 
means "spring,” the 
time when the hours 
of daylight lengthen 
(at least for the north-
ern hemisphere).  
Lengthen. Grow. In-
crease. Extend. 
Stretch.  
 
Lent is a time for us, 

as Christians, to go back to our roots – to discover 
again why it is that we are Christian.  Historically 
Lent was a period of intense preparation for those 
who were to be baptized on Easter. These catechu-
mens (those being formed in Christian faith) had 
spent more than two years in formation, and now 
were in the home stretch – Lent. They learned about 
the gift of grace in Jesus Christ, and reflected on 
their own need for that gift of forgiveness and new 
life. How about you? Where in your own life is there 
need for forgiveness and new life? Where would you 
like grace to penetrate?  

 
Some folks like to ‘give up’ something for 

Lent – this is a form of fasting: chocolate, Facebook, 
etc. And this is a good discipline, helping remind us 
of what we can do without. Some people like to ‘take 
on’ something for Lent: doing extra volunteer work, 
contributing to the church or organizations helping 
the poor (beyond the usual contributions).  Biblically 
this is known as almsgiving – giving over and above 
the tithe, specifically to the poor.  Some folks take on 
a discipline of prayer and scripture reading. Read 
the 6th chapter of Matthew and you’ll find Jesus 
teaching about what became traditional Lenten 
practices: almsgiving, prayer and fasting.  

I encourage you to take a few 
minutes and reflect on your own life 
with God. Where does it need to be 
strengthened or lengthened? Where 
does it need to grow and increase? How 
might your life with God be extended 
into all areas of your life? How do you 
need to be stretched? Pray about it. I 
trust that God will hear and answer 
your prayer.  

 
I have taken on many different 

Lenten disciplines through the years. 
One year, while living in center city 
Philadelphia, I took on the discipline of 
not crossing the street on red lights. 
Living in the city, I walked A LOT. It 
was part of everyday life. I rarely used 
the car. It was common practice to 
‘safely’ cross the street, even though it 
was a red light. It kept you going to-
ward your destination. I discovered, as 
I stopped at each red light, many beau-
tiful buildings and trees and flowers, 
that I not had time to look at, because 
I was standing on the corner, waiting 
for the light to turn green. Perhaps you 
might think it a silly spiritual disci-
pline, stopping at red lights, but my 
spiritual life was strengthened by the 
beauty and surprises that met me on 
those street corners.  

 
Lent can be a rich time of spir-

itual awakening and renewal, of 
lengthening days and spiritual stretch-
ing. I pray you experience a holy Lent, 
and a deepening of your understanding 
that you belong to God in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Debbie 
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       REGULAR  EVENTS 
 

Sunday Worship  11:00 AM 
Mon. 10AM-2PM  Monday Mingling  
Thurs.  11:00 AM Bible Study at  
 Community Care Center  
Thurs. 4:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal  
       

Other Events 
 

Wed. March 1, 7 PM  Ash Wed service  at  
 ECPC 
Sun. March 5, 6 PM Book Study at manse 
Wed. March 8, 7 PM, Lenten service ECPC 
Sun,. March 12, 6 PM , book study at manse 
Mon. March 13 7 PM  Lenten Service, Our  
 Lady of Fatima  
Sun. March 19  - Richard Crocker preaches 
Wed March 22,7 PM  Lenten service Church 
 On the Common 
Sat. March 25, 9:30  AM  session retreat at 
 Greensboro UCC 
Sun. March 26, 6 PM  book study at manse 
Wed. March 29, 7 PM Lenten service ECPC 
Sun. April 2, 6 PM  Book study at manse 
Wed. April 5, 7 PM  Lenten service at  
 Greensboro UCC 
Sun. April 9 Palm Sunday 
Sun.  April 9 6 PM  Book Study at the manse 
Thurs.  April 13, 7PM  Maundy Thursday  
 service at ECPC 
Sun. April 16 EASTER 
 6:00  AM  Sunrise Service, Echo Hill 
 7:30 Breakfast at church 
 11 AM Service of the resurrection 

ECPC in Service  
  

Session  
 
 

Class of 2018  Elsie Hurt, Woodman 
  Page, Valerie Morrison 
Class of 2019:  Todd Hardie,  Louise Kinsey,  
 Anne Page 
Class of 20120:  Keith Kish Nelson Maynard, 
  Tom Warnock 
 

Clerk of Session:  Jenny Stoner 

Bicentennial News 
 
Our Bicentennial celebration continues! 
We’re pleased to announce that General As-
sembly Co-Moderator, Jan Edmiston, will help 
us celebrate July 14-16. We’ll ask her to 
preach the Sunday worship service, and par-
ticipate in yet-to-be-planned bicentennial fes-
tivities through the weekend. 
 
More former pastors will preach:  
 Jack Cabanas – July 2 
 Charles Baier – September 3 

 

Remember we joined the United Presby-
terian Church of North America in 1906 
(and celebrated that centennial in 2006) 

 

Charles Edmund Garvin   3d UP pastor  

1 November, 1908 – 11 December, 1916.  
 

Son of John S. & Susan A. (Little) Garvin, born 
16 January, 1872, on a farm in Ohio County, 
West Virginia near Wheeling.  He graduated 
from Franklin College, now merged into Musk-
ingum College, in Ohio 1897, and entered  
Xenia Theological Seminary, which merged 
with Western Seminary in Pittsburgh, from 
which he gained his degree in 1900.   
 
He may have been mustered into the Army for 
the Spanish American War, but not deployed.  
He did supply preaching for several years in 
Wheeling & Chester, WV, and Detroit & Er-
skine, MI.  From 1903 to 1908 he was called to 
Hoboken, NJ.  Upon the death of Rev. N.L. 
Heidger in 1908, he was called to East Crafts-
bury, resigning on 11 November, 1916.   

After doing supply work in Wheeling area, he 
served at Utica, OH, [30 mile NE of Columbus] 
from 1921-23.  Ill health forced his retirement, 
but in 1928 he took a part time charge at Bar-
net (VT)Center UP church.  He died of kidney 
failure  in St. Johnsbury 25 May, 1933, and is 
buried near other family in Wheeling.   
He apparently never married.   
 
As noted in the History of East Craftsbury 
Church, Mr. Garvin’s departure apparently was 
facilitated by the raucous dissolution of a ro-
mantic relationship with Mrs. Minnie 
MacLaren.  She also resigned her membership, 
only rejoining the congregation many years later  
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Lenten Book Study 
 

Sunday evenings, 6-8pm, Manse 
includes a light soup supper 

Books available at the church, $12. 
 
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
     and the light around me become 
night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
     the night is as bright as the day, 
   for darkness is as light to you. 
  - Psalm 139:11-12 
 
Learning to Walk in the Dark is not a survival 
guide to Vermont in the dark winter months. 
It is a book about darkness: the darkness of 
night and the dark night of the soul – and 
about finding God in the darkness. The chap-
ters track the phases of the moon. Through 
Lent we’ll explore parts of this book by Barba-
ra Brown Taylor.  From the jacket cover: 
  
Follow Barbara Brown Taylor on her journey 
to understand darkness, which takes her spe-
lunking in unlit caves, learning to eat and 
cross the street as a blind person, discovering 
how ‘dark emotions’ are prevented from seeing 
the light from a psychiatrist, and rereading 
scripture to see all the times God shows up at 
night. With her characteristic charm and wis-
dom, Taylor is our guide through a spirituali-
ty of the nighttime, teaching us how to find 
God even in darkness, and giving us a way to 
let darkness teach us what we need to know.” 
  
Join us for rich discussion, probably some 
laughter, good food and fellowship with oth-
ers. 
 
 
  

Ecumenical Mid-Week Lenten Services 
 
Again this year we’ll join with other congrega-
tions for Wednesday worship and fellowship 
(except for March 13, which is a Monday). 
Here’s the worship schedule: 
 Ash Wednesday, March 1, East Craftsbury 
Presbyterian Church, 7pm 
  (Each congregation will worship sepa-
rately on Ash Wednesday) 
 March 8 - East Craftsbury Presbyterian 
Church 
 March 13 (note: Monday!) - Our Lady of 
Fatima 
 March 22 - Church on the Common 
 March 29 - East Craftsbury Presbyterian 
Church 
 April 5 - Greensboro United Church 
Each congregation will provide light refresh-
ments for fellowship following worship. Mark 
these dates! 

Holy Week and Easter Services 
 
During Holy Week, Christians follow Jesus 
through the streets of Jerusalem: from the Up-
per Room to the Garden of Gethsemane to Caia-
phas’ house and courtyard, to Pilate’s court to 
Golgotha, to the garden tomb.  We enter deeply 
into this holy time, celebrating the central tenets 
of our faith: that Jesus died for the sin of the 
world, and rose to new life, conquering death 
with life.  At East Craftsbury Church we’ll gath-
er: 
 
Palm Sunday, April 9, 11am 
Maundy Thursday, April 13, 7pm 
Easter Day, April 16: 
 6:00 am – Sunrise Service on Echo Hill 
 7:30am – Community Breakfast at the  
  Church 
 11am – Festival Worship  

Annual Meeting 
 
The Annual Meeting of the congregation was held on Sunday, January 29.  Former Pastor Jeff Kellam 
preached the morning worship service. Ruling Elders were elected upon nomination by the Congrega-
tional Nominating Committee: Keith Kish, Nelson Maynard, Tom Warnock. They were installed to 
their office on Sunday, February 19.  Treasurer Anne Page reported on the 2016 financial picture. She 
thanked the congregation for generous contributions which, with  careful budgeting, allowed us to end 
the year in good shape, in spite of the extraordinary expenditures on manse renovation. 

 
The congregation approved recommended changes to the pastor’s terms of call, increasing her salary 
by $100/month beginning May 1, 2017.  The congregation received an update on the Craftsbury Child-
care Initiative and received all committee reports. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
 
The season of Lent is often marked with fasting and prayer. Isaiah points to a fast that is different than 
abstaining from food: “Is not this the fast I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked to cover them . . .” Isaiah 
58:6-7  We are called to offer help to those in need and restoration to those who have been broken down. 
One way we do this is through generous contributions to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. 
 
Started in 1949, One Great Hour of Sharing is a long-standing ecumenical effort aimed at raising the 
funds necessary to provide relief and reconstruction for communities in the aftermath of disaster. What 
started as an hour-long radio appeal has evolved over the years, varying from eight to twenty-nine par-
ticipating denominations, and has become the most participated-in Special Offering in the PC
(USA).  Today, projects supported by One Great Hour of Sharing are underway in more than 100 coun-
tries. 
 
Three Presbyterian programs are supported by the Offering: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presby-
terian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People.   
 
Self-Development of People invests in communities responding to their experiences of racism, oppression 
and injustice. Gifts from this program helped Olga Pegraza find a job after a prison sentence and beating 
drug addiction.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program helped alpaca farmers in Peru whose livelihoods 
were threatened by the poisoning of their water sources. What began as an apparent need for assistance 
with irrigation grew into a partnership between these farmers and the Presbyterian Hunger Program to 
support a host of environmental initiatives. Gifts to the Offering also rebuilt 40 apartments and houses 
destroyed during the Syrian civil war. 
 
Our gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing will do much more than these few examples. They will join 
contributions from Presbyterians and others around the country as we seek to answer God’s call and 
make a difference in the lives of many people. As we respond with generosity, Isaiah 58 also provides a 
promise. As we respond to injustice, feed those who are hungry, and provide places for those without 
homes, our ‘light will break forth,’ and we shall be called ‘repairers of the breach, restorers of streets to 
live in.’ Isaiah 58:8,12  
 
We’ll receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Easter Day, April 16. Please give generously. 

Childcare Initiative Update 
 
Craftsbury Saplings: A Community Children's Center is the name of the new Childcare Center, 
which will be housed at East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church, on the lower level, beginning Sep-
tember, 2017. After meeting with representatives of the initiative twice and having much discus-
sion, the Session voted in January to welcome the childcare center.  

 
The working Mission Statement:  Craftsbury Saplings provides childcare to families in the greater 
Craftsbury area, emphasizing community collaboration and exploration of the natural world.  We 
value and nourish each child’s innate wisdom, guiding them toward life-long learning.  A Board of 
Directors has been formed and Debbie McKinley has been asked to serve on the Board.  The Board’s 
first meeting was February 22. 
  
Plans have begun for minor work that needs to be done to the lower level as we anticipate welcom-
ing the children, families and staff in September. There will be electrical work, painting, and clean-
ing. A temporary fence will be installed on the west side of the building, around the play equipment, 
keeping the children safe from busy East Craftsbury Road, a field that is actively hayed and the 
parking lot.  Volunteers to help with the work will be sought. Keep your eyes and ears open! 



Birthdays at ECPC 
February 

1 - Jan Maynard 
3 - Elsie Hurt 
4 - Carolyn Rowell 
11 - Valerie Morrison 
11       - David Rich 
20 - Tom Warnock 
24 - Sandy Benson 

March 

4 - Francis Whitcomb 
13 - Malda Horn 
16 - Anne Page 
17 - Georgette Rowell 
19 - Bruce Urie 
23 - Madison Urie 
23  - Trent Urie 

April 

5 - Meg Urie 
14 - Mary Anthony Rowell 
18 - Nelson Maynard 
22      – Alex Hurt 
27 - John Weaver 
30 - Marianne Weaver  

Nell, Linden, Maeda and Tressa Urie dressed for tell-
ing of the Christmas story with carols at CCCC 
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Some of the Christmas carolers from ECPC 
who shared the Christmas story with resi-
dents of the Craftsbury Community Care 

Christmas Oratorio 
Performed to a full house 

A Glimpse of Christmas Events 



East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church 
1097 Ketchum Hill Road 
Craftsbury, VT 05826 
802-586-7707 
ecpcvt@gmail.com 
www.eastcraftsburypresbyterianchurch.org 
 

Bruce Shields Honored  
by Vermont Farm Bureau 

 
 In November Bruce Shields received 
Vermont Farm Bureau’s most distinguished 
honor, the Wallace Award, honoring him for 
his distinguished lifetime service to agricul-
ture. This news was reported in the winter 
issue of Fences, the Vermont Farm Bureau 
magazine.  
  
Congratulations Bruce!  
 

And God gave us winter 


