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He is Risen Indeed  
 

We celebrated Easter Sunday 2 weeks ago 

and are currently in the Easter Season of the 

church calendar. 
 

Easter is a great season of hope. Hope, which 

can lead to visions and dreams, seems to be 

an essential element of our church life. Our 

church can also be a powerful sign of hope to 

a shattered world. We live in a time and in a 

world where signs of despair abound. 

Our life is marked by fragmentation, exclu-

sion, violence, and destruction in families, 

neighborhoods, nations, and the whole world. 

Women and men of our time therefore yearn 

for true communities where they can experi-

ence peace and wholeness. The Easter event, 

Jesus’ triumph over sin and death, gives us a 

new lease on life.  

We hope that as an Easter people we can 

share the light of Easter to dispel the dark-

ness of alienation in the world around us. As 

a Christian community we must rediscover, 

recapture, and re-appropriate the power of 

Easter, this central element of our faith - 

hope in the coming forth of new life, even 

new life within this church - which is the 

most powerful symbol of the faith that can 

transform our lives, our church, our nation 

and world. The Risen Lord can be an impetus 

to live as Easter people. 

At this in-between time within our church, a 

time when we find ourselves yet again evalu-

ating who we are and what we can become to 

be God's church in East Craftsbury let us 

work even harder, dig even deeper into our un-

derstanding of what it means to be an Easter 

People.  

Remembering always…. 

He is Risen 
He is Risen Indeed 

      Growing in faith ~ Supporting each other ~ Serving others ~ Guided by Christ 

Alex Hurt, Acting Pastor *  John Weaver, Director of Music Ministry * James MacKellar, Parish Associate  

Where are we?   
 

During our time of transition, this ques-

tion is being asked. The short answer is 

ECPC is doing well.  The calm, thoughtful 

gifts of Alex Hurt, who has been providing 

pastoral care and support to members and 

others in the community as well as wor-

ship leadership on many Sundays, play an 

important role in keeping the church on a 

steady course. Working with Alex and Rev. 

Carl Hilton VanOsdall, who has been ap-

pointed by presbytery as our moderator, 

the session is working hard to ensure that 

meaningful worship, study and other op-

portunities are provided as they start 

planning for our church’s future. 

Church Finances 
 

Session members have been asked: “How 

is the church doing financially?”  The an-

swer is that we are doing reasonably well.  

Giving is just slightly below the level of 

last year.  For expenses, we are fulfilling 

our obligations under the negotiated  sev-

erance agreement with Jim Stover to as-

sure that he has full salary and housing 

allowance (after March 31 when they 

moved out of the manse) until July 15.   

 

    Con’t page 2 
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ECPC in Service  
  

Session  
 
 

Class of 2015:  Elsie Hurt, Woodman 

  Page, Valerie Morrison 

Class of 2016:  Louise Calderwood, Anne  

 Page, Jenny Stoner  

Class of 2017  Nelson Maynard, 

  Steve Quigley, Bruce Shields 

 

Clerk of Session:  Jenny Stoner 

Treasurer:  Anne Page 
 

Committees 
 
 

Worship: Steve Quigley chair;  John  

Weaver, Marianne Weaver, Woody Page, 

Eunice Kinsey 
 

Mission, Care & Outreach:  Valerie Morri-

son, chair;  Louise Calderwood, Anne 

Page, Woody Page, Nicole Kish, Deanna 

Kish, Doug Newton, Natalie Kinsey 

Christian Education:   Steve Quigley, 

Mary Quigley, Elsie Hurt  
 

Personnel: Elsie Hurt, chair, Tom War-

nock, Neil Ulman, Dave Stoner,  

Neil Urie 

Operations: Elsie Hurt, Jenny Stoner co-

chairs;  Bruce Shields, Anne Page,  Morris 

Rowell,  Dave Rowell 

Nominating: Elsie Hurt, Georgette Rowell,  

Marjory Morrill 

Dinner:  Kay Shields, chair; Sandy  

Benson, Mary Quigley, Nancy Kozub 
 

Assistant Treasurers:  Dave Stoner, Tom 

Warnock  
 

Liaison to East Hill Preschool: Louise Cal-

derwood 
 

Church finances con’t 

At this point, our expenses for pastoral 

leadership are less than budgeted because 

the Board of Pension’s disability pay-

ments cover Jim’s salary until the end of 

May, and we are paying him only the 

manse allowance. From June 1 to July 15 

we will be paying Jim full salary and 

housing allowance, so these expenses will 

be added to the cost of supply preachers, 

moderator for session meetings and the 

stipend we provide to Alex Hurt for his 

valued pastoral care.  Of course the heat-

ing bills were more than last year to date 

because of the very cold winter.  Other 

expenses are as expected. 

As we look ahead to the next chapter in 

the life of ECPC, we trust that our tradi-

tion of generous giving will continue and 

allow us to hire a full time pastor. 

Church Leadership 

On Saturday, April 27 the session had a 

full day retreat led by Rev. Howard Gas-

ton, pastor at the Presbyterian Church of 

Barnet. He used passages from Jeremiah, 

who spoke to the Israelites in exile, to re-

mind us: that God’s message to them is 

also to us: “I have plans for you to pros-

per. ”  In the framework of scripture, 

prayer, and hymns we reviewed the excel-

lent Mission Study done in 2010, consid-

ered the ministries of the church in the 

last year and started looking at the work 

before all of us in the next year.   

The session has appointed a committee 

that is already hard at work exploring op-

tions for future pastoral leadership.  Ses-

sion will share information with the con-

gregation as soon as possible.  For the mo-

ment they are trying to find the best way 

to make a smooth transition to excellent 

leadership while satisfying the require-

ments of our Presbyterian form of govern-

ment.      

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Thank you to all for your generous sup-

port of the One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering on Palm Sunday and Easter. Our 

gifts amounted to  $1723.60 
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       REGULAR  EVENTS 
 

Sunday Worship  11:00 

Sunday School for young children 11:00 

Sunday School  for adults 10:00  

Thurs.  11:00  Bible Study at  

 Community Care Center  

Thurs. 7:00 – 8:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal  
  

 

Other Events 

 
Sun. May 4, Rev Judy Waible preaching 

Wed. May 7, 7 PM—Mission, Care &  

 Outreach at Valerie Morrison’s  

Tues. May 13 session meets at church 

Wed. May 21, noon. John Weaver concert   

 Stowe church 

Fri. May 23, 1 PM, Memorial Service for  

 Janet Urie  

Sun. May 25  Jeff Kellam preaching 

 Followed by Fellowship dinner 

Tues. May 27, noon, Women’s Gathering  

 at Kay Shield’s  

Sun. June 8, Gina Hilton VanOsdall  

 preaching 

Tues. June 10 7 PM Session meets  at  

 Stoners 

Mom. June 16, 7:30 PM Village Harmony  

 concert 

Special Lenten Observances 
 

During the Lenten season East Craftsbury hosted two  

well-attended ecumenical mid-week services as well as 

our traditional Easter Sunrise service and breakfast. 

 

In addition a dozen members gathered on six Sunday 

evenings for the fellowship of a simple meal together 

and a most interesting study of the book 24 Hours That 

Changed the World  by Adam Hamilton.  The study of 

the events from the last supper to the resurrection gave 

us all new insights.  The accopmanying video provided 

the bonus of visits to the actual places in Jerusalem.  

Our thanks to Alex Hurt for organizing and leading the 

study. 

 

Music News 
Concert in Barton scheduled May 4 

 

John Weaver is scheduled to play a concert at 

the Barton UCC church at 4 PM on Sunday, 

May 4.  The varied program will include 

works by Bach, Handel, Boellman, Vierner 

and Ceasar Franck.  Check with John to be 

sure the organ repairs have been completed 

to make the concert possible. 

 

Concert in Stowe 
 

On Wednesday, May 21 John Weaver will 

again be performing in Stowe at the series of 

May noon concerts  at the Stowe church.  The 

program, entitled “Let’s Go to Paris” will fea-

ture selections of French music from 1610 up 

to the present.  John is one of the few musi-

cians who is asked back year after year for 

this prestigious concert series.  And, if you 

attend this free concert you are given a cou-

pon for a 10% discount for lunch at The Whip 

restaurant. 

 

Save the date 
 

The Worship and Music Committee has se-

lected Saturday, August 2 at 7 PM for a com-

munity hymn sing.  This will be a wonderful 

time to bring friends, family and out of town 

visitors for an evening of music and fellow-

ship.     

Women’s News 
 

All women in the church are invited to  

Kay Shield’s 6405 Garfield Road, Wolcott 

at noon on Tuesday, May 27 for a time of 

fellowship and sharing.  Kay and Anne 

Page, who are attending the Presbytery’s 

Presbyterian Women’s retreat at the 

Notre Dame Spiritual Center in Maine 

May 2-3, will share highlights and photos 

from this event.  The retreat, organized 

on the theme of  Pray with Hope ,  fea-

tured Chris Laufer, director of the organi-

zation Faces of Children. She came from 

Texas to share her passion for the power 

of prayer for youth and children to reduce 

suffering of at-risk children.  

 

Bring a bag lunch and Anne and Kay will 

furnish dessert and beverages.   
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 Birthdays at ECPC 
 

Birthdays are occasions to celebrate 

the gifts of life and friendship.   

May 

   
2 - Victoria von Hessert 

19 - Thomas Kehler 

20 - Genie MacKellar 

20 - Jenny Stoner 

22 - Bob Kozub 

June 

1 - Katie Rowell 

23 - Jim MacKellar 

26 - Betty Urie 

30 - Doug Calderwood 

News from Malda Horn 
 

Malda is now living in Texas near a daughter 

and grandchildren: Cassie 17, a soccer star; 

Hannah, 13, a volleyball star; Emma, 10, a 

“flyer” in competitive cheer (the one they throw 

in the air) and Corrine, 5, a budding soccer 

player.  She lives about 10 minutes from them 

in a nice 2 bedroom 2 bath apartment in the 

town of Longview.  She reports, “ I do love my 

alone time, to read, listen to music, swim at the 

Health Center and just putter around.  As I get 

older, everything I do becomes slower.  I often 

wonder where the day has gone, have nothing 

to show for it yet I was busy all day.”  

 

She loves being near her grandchildren and 

helping with them, and also enjoys the Texas 

zoo, plays, sporting events and tubing down 

lazy rivers. She is tenatively planning a trip to 

Latvia with her brother in the fall. Malda cur-

rently is attending the local Luthern church 

with her family but is still looking for her own 

church home. 

Janet Urie 
 

A memorial service will be held on Friday,  

May 23 for Janet Urie, who died February 

13. Born in West Glover in 1925, Janet was a 

life time member of ECPC.   

 

Janet was an elder, was very active in 

women's organizations at all levels of the 

church, including in many ecumenical groups 

and was the first woman to serve as Stated 

Clerk of the Presbytery of Northern New 

England. 

 

She was involved in many community or-

ganizations, serving on the boards of Crafts-

bury Academy, the Craftsbury Community 

Care Center, Northeast Kingdom Mental 

Health, Vermont Children's Aid Society, the 

East Hill Preschool and the John Woodruff 

Simpson Memorial Library. Over the years, 

she served as president or secretary but most 

often as treasurer, once holding that office 

for seven groups simultaneously. 

 

Being outdoors was a great pleasure for her, 

walking in the woods, gardening, snowmobi-

ling, or helping in the fields. Indoors, she en-

joyed reading, sewing, knitting, crocheting, 

embroidery, tatting and making bobbin lace, 

frequently while watching the Red Sox or Pa-

triots on television. With her sisters, she vis-

ited all of Vermont's towns as a member of 

251 club and with other family members 

traveled to many states including Hawaii. A 

trip to England and Scotland also provided 

many happy memories.  

 

Janet is the person who started the tradition 

of informal coffee gatherings of women in 

each other homes when there was no longer 

interest in a formal Women’s Association. 

This traditon is being continued with the 

Women’s gathring at Kay Shields on May 

27th. 
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News from Presbyterian Education in Pakistan 
An ECPC  Mission Project 

An Oasis of Peace 
   

We had been driving for hours over dusty, bumpy roads. Our destination was finally in sight: 

Pasrur, a rural town in the Punjab province of Pakistan. The main road was no different from 

others in small towns in rural Pakistan. The sides were lined with small vendors, every possi-

ble conveyance was on the road, animals were wandering around, garbage was strewn 

around, children were playing in the dirt and chaos that was part of their daily lives. Then 

we reached a gate that would 

let us into Christian Girls' 

High School, Pasrur. 

   

On entering the school 

grounds, we were immedi-

ately aware of a difference. 

The grounds were tidy, chil-

dren wore clean uniforms, 

everything was orderly, the 

buildings were well kept, and 

there was a deep sense of 

peace. The children had 

smiles on their faces in antici-

pation of greeting friends. 

This school was an oasis of 

peace in the midst of chaos. 

   

Pasrur is one of 14 Presbyte-

rian Education Board Schools located in the Punjab region of Pakistan. The schools are in 

cities as large as 7 million and also in small villages. What distinguishes them from every-

thing around is the atmosphere of peace, love and respect that provides a place for children to 

achieve their God-given potential. These schools are changing lives and bringing about peace. 

Your support for constructing schools and providing scholarships is a gift of life. Thank you 

for your partnership in this important work. 

   

Rev. Dr. Ed Morgan, Director, Friends of PEB, Inc. 
     (PEB is the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan) 

 

Meals on Wheels Update 
 

Thanks to the Meals on Wheels volunteers 

who each deliver meals one Thursday a 

month.  Regular volunteers are: Neil Urie, 

Jenny Stoner, Morris Rowell, Pat and Fran-

cis Whitcomb and for the 5th Thursday, 

Fielda Calderwood or Neil Ulman. Richard 

Johnson is an alternate.  Please call Louise 

Calderwood, our coordinator, at 586-2239 if 

you can add your name to the “reserve list.” 

Refreshments after worship 
 

 As the session enjoyed fellowship over 

food at their retreat, someone commented 

on how nice it is to have refreshments af-

ter church to give people the excuse to lin-

ger and visit.  So we decided informally to 

try to have simple refreshments following 

worship every week.. If you would like to 

provide them one Sunday, please sign up 

in the back of the church. 

 A new classroom building at Pasrur Christian School 



East Craftsbury Presbyterian Church 
1097 Ketchum Hill Road 
Craftsbury, VT 05826 
802-586-7707 
ecpcvt@gmail.com 
www.eastcraftsburypresbyterianchurch.org 
 

The church's new look 
 

If you have driven by the church this week 

you have noticed that it seems to be shed-

ding its skin. The shingles on the front of 

the building had suffered the effects of 

weather and age, and our building expert, 

Bruce Shields, realized that they needed 

replacing.  After considerable research, he 

found that the best long term solution 

would be to remove the old shingles and 

replace them with concrete look-alike ones.  

We have received a very generous donation 

which will cover the expense of the work 

which is being done by Raymond LaPoint.   

  Guest preachers 
 

Our worship is being enriched by guest 

preachers a couple of times a month.  On 

May 25th we have the special treat of wel-

coming former pastor Jeff Kellam back to 

the pulpit. He and Joan will be in town 

for a few days and will want to see lots of 

folks. There will be a fellowship dinner 

after church to give everyone a chance to 

visit with them. 

 

On June 8 we will welcome Gina Hilton 

VanOsdall from Barre back to the pulpit.   


